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US Embassy, 
Monthly Update 


The US military is investigating a second prej 
case of alleged prisoner abuse to come to outc 
light in the countr\ within the past week, said 
a spokesman 

The US niilitaiA is alrcad\ investigating complete and when 
allegations from a former Afghan police 
officer that he was assaulted, sexually 
taunted and deprived of sleep while in to 
detention. 

I he US-led coalition in Afghanistan was 
notified Tluirsdav of "another allegation 
ot detainee abuse." spokesman Tlic man. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tucker Mansager told 
a press briefing in Kabul 

"There is an ongoing investigation into 
these allegations. As we have said before, 
we take all these allegations 
seriously and upon notification 
immediately began an investigation." he 
said 

"VVe are determined to find out all the 
facts and get to the bottom of the 
allegations " 

Mansager did not elaborate on the latest 
allegations but said that the comnlaint 


district, some .SO kilometers (31 miles) 
north of Kabul, in December 2002. 
Bagram is the mam U.S holding facility for 
in Afghanistan and can house 
e at any given time. 


The investigation will be thorough and 

it draws its 
conclusions appropriate actions will be 
taken against an\ bodv w ho may be prov ed 
have done something wrong." 

The United States said it was investigating 
claims of abuse from an Afghan held for 
betw cen 40 and 4.^ da\ s and later released. 

a former police colonel, told 
.^FP that he had been beaten, stoned and 
asked which animal he would like to have 
sex with while In US custody in the 
southeastern city of Gardez and in of the 
verv southern Kandahar, detainees 

we A member of the .Afghan Independent So far tl 
Human Rights Commission told AFP on Bagram 
SaturdAv that two more Afghan men had The ICR( 

been interviewed and legistcred by the be notific 

commission and had similar stories to that and that 

‘-'’f the police officer. Bagram 

'Thev have accused the .American soldiers spokeswo 

of almost the same things as the police The Uniti 

officer did." Ahmad Zia Langari said, coalition I 

and later Langari said the commission was hard-line 

source" considering writing to President Hamid Qaeda 
ills on the Karzai to demand access to detainees. The coal it 
.Allegations of abuse of prisoners in the attacks, 
criminal countrv emerged following shocking A US sole 
icting the pictures ot US soldiers abusing Iraqi an explos 

;ood right detainees in Baghdad .^0 kilomc 

on the The L nited States is alreadv inv estigating the troub 
t want to two deaths in U.S custodv in Banram Zabui Oa 


detainees 

hundreds of peopi 
Another man died while m detention at the 
US's Asadabad base, about 180 kilometers 
northeast of Kabul, in June 2003. but local 
authorities said he had had a heart attack. 
Despite strong calls from rights 
organizations to be allowed to visit 
detention facilities in .Afghanistan, 
Mansager said there would be no change, 
to the US's policy of onlv allov^ng 
officials with the International Committee 
Red Cross (ICRC) to visit 


I he focus of the United States 


and ils coalition partners 
continues to be Reconstruction, Flections and Disarmament. 
Demobili/.alion, and Re-integration (.-DDR) The facts below 
list progress made in Afghanistan on several fronts in the 
past month. 


Disarmament. Demobili/ation, 

tPDR) 

lUick^round: Phase I of the DDR agreement annoiimeJ 
before the Berlin ('on/erence called for all heavy weapons 
la he cantoned and 40% of. [f^han militia forces to he 
ilisarmed and demobilized hv June Ml'''. The I niled Stales is 
working hard to support this process, which is hein^ led hv 
the dapanese and the I niled Xalions. 


and Rc-integration 


I. Heavy Weapons; 

• I he cantonment of heavy weapons is mov ing forward in 
Kabul. 

• I he surv ey has nol been completed, bul UNAMA 
generally has broad access to the sites. 


2. Soldiers: 

• In terms of mililia commanders turning in iheir lists i>l 
>v)ldiers - which is the first step in the DDK process - we 
are making progress but we have had some dilficullie-- 
getting all of the lists 

• ()l heallli piov iders graduated 111 the hi'.i 'l>i.l.iv> bunging 
llie lolal to I.I 4 I) 

F.dueation 

• Conlracis for over .4(10 schools have now been signed 

• III die Iasi .4(1 days. I l.s leachers have graduated, bringing 
the total of leachers iranied to 2. |o(i 


Infrastructure 

• A ground-breaking ceremony look j'lace in .lalalabad ihis 
past Suiidav. May lb"' lo launch the construclion of a new 
road from .lalalabad lo Asmar 

• flic United States signed an agreement lo hepiii 
construction of the Afghan - l ajik Bridge (m cooperaiion 
with Norwav) on Mav 9'*' 


fghan official j KABUL (Reuters) — be able to successfully 
Sauirday dial jhe National army stand up to it by that 

ops fired inio could number 23,000 time," Khalilzad said. 

5 tcrriiorv soldiers by year^end The main ANA would 
Afghan soldier rnaking it the dominant reach 16-18,000 

military force and soldiers by the end of 
* ii, unlikely to be the year, and a 
m'lvn'nrmmne challenged by private separate, 5,000-strong 

border from militias. U.S. provincial army was 

ohmand iribal ^^^bassador Zalmay also being considered 
I Nangahai's Khalilzad said Tuesday, by the government, he 
rder sccuriiv. the threat said, 

lined Mustafa Posed to national However, he said it 
ipcaking by stability by factional would take several 
an Associated fighters was years for the ANA to 

•ter in ihc exaggerated, adding guarantee stability 
Pakistan cily the official number of countrywide, and the 
said one of Ins 100,000 militiamen was timing would depend on 
as seriously more than twice the the level of threat posed 
hrapnel from a real number. by Islamic militants that 

nar shell iliai His comments came Khalilzad says cross 
the Afghan amid growing doubts into Afghanistan from 
over an ambitious plan neighboring Pakistan, 
ghan soldiers disarm 40 percent of The U.S, military leads 
andancnsiiine ' the factional forces, or a force of 20,000 i 
inadiine ■jiiii'- 40,000 fighters, by the mainly U.S foreign 

‘end of June in a bid by troops in Afghanistan 
laukai Siiliaii President Hamid Karzai hunting down remnants 
akisian aiiiiv ^0 take the gun out of of al Qaeda and the ' 
could nol elections scheduled for Taliban, 
nghimg and September. The militants are behind ' 

1 check into ii ’ "For the country to an insurgency that has 
dear whai acquire Stability there is killed around 700 
alleged firing a need for a single people since August 
s about 2(10 army," Khalilzad told a They have vowed to 
(12.4 milcM news briefing at the disrupt presidential and 
)f Pakistan's heavily fortified U.S. parliamentary elections 

Islamabad embassy in Kabul. due in September . 

d Pakistan- Some regional leaders According to Khalilzad, ' 
border is iioi ^ave been reluctant to the government aims’ to | 
-d hand in lists of fighters disarm all Afghanistan's 

ind the iwo iQygi jQ them, saying a factions by the end of 
iroops have fledgling. Western- June, 2005. I 

'’■J''’ trained Afghan National The main phase of the 
epoyv lens (ANA) of just nationwide i 

3 roopsaoiiL .|Q QQQ tpoops ^as too Disarmament, ^ 

da and Taliban weak to fill the power Demobilization and 
Hit* using ilic vacuum disarmament Reintegration program, 
nan Afghan would create funded by Japan, was 

: in the pasi | will be the most launched in Kabul i 
akisiani Iroops ' formidable force in Monday, a month late j 
ISIS on Afghan Afghanistan by the end and limited to minor' 
licit Pakisian of the year and I would factions in the relatively 
say no Afghan force will stable Kabul city. 


Three new market centers have been completed 
Coca Cola has announced ihal it will build a new facihlv 
dial will employ over hOO people and generate $1 million 
m tax revenue 


C'u.stoms Reform 

• I he Afghan government collceled over $7 4 million in die 
first monlh of customs colleclion; ihe United Stales 
provided Afghan customs with iwenlv new vehicles 


Elections & Voter Registration 

• fliere are now 475 voter registration centers across the 
country 

• lo dale. 2 4 million Afghans have registered lo vole 
which rellecls a registration rale of upproximately Jd.i'd" 
v oters per day 

• 4 1 percent of those who have registered to vole are 
women. 

• 1 he new election law should be signed this week, and 
Afghanistan is making steady progress towards the 
September election deadline 

• Of SO Afghan Mditia I oice (.AMI i iiiiil rosters. 42 li>is 
have been received, ol those 42 lists. 0 luive been verdied 
by the United Nations lv> dale. 44 lists have nol yel been 
received hv the Regional Verification Commillees 


.Afghan National Armv (ANA) 

• fvvo Kandaks were graduated within the last monlh. there 
are approNimutelv 750 soldiers per Kandak I'here are 19 
Kandaks in lolal to dale I including 1 currently in trainingi 

• I he ANA now has appro\imaielv Id.dOO soldiers 

• Ihc I rench-run senior offieer-tranimg course gradualeil 
Its first class of Ob officers on April 2 T' 


Afghan National Police 

• I wo more Regional framing Centers (Herat. Bamian) are 
on-track lo open by the end of May 2004, bringing the 
total to S Regional I raining Centers — 7 regional and one 
national 

• The Afghan National I’lilice now has over 1 1.000 trained 
police officers deployed throughout Afghanistan 


Prov incial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) 

• A PRl in firm Kowl opened, bringing the total niimbei 
,if PRTs to I 4 


Counicr-narcoties 

• fhe United Stales initiated eradication ami mterdiclii'ii 
programs in Wardai Province to complenieiii British 
efl'orts llelmand, Naiiiarhur. and Kandahar Piovinces 

• The U.S. IS providing counter-narcotics trammg Ut all 
Afghan police in Regional Training Centers. 


May 16, 2004 - GrouniJ was ofTicially broken 
on the Jalalabad-to-Asmar Road in a ceremony 
held in Jalalabad, Nangahar. From left: Mini.ster 
of Rural Development, Mohammad Haneef 
.Atmar, Minister of Transportation, Ali Jawed, 

U S. Special Presidential Envoy and 
.Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, Minister of 
Public Works, .Abdullah Ali, Governor of 
Nangarhar, Haji Din Mohammad 


Health Clinics and Providers 

• Contracts for 4(t0 health clinics were signed over the past 
two weeks 

• The (lovernment of .hipan agreed lo equip 100 clinics that 
die United States is workiiisi lo construct or refurbish 
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UN Special Envoy; 


S September. laciiu 

Other critical elements of 
the Bonn accords - Herat 
disarming tens of Shan 
thousands of militiamen Arnai 
and building a national Febri 
army for the war-ravaged born 
country - are still in their bas 

Speaking in French, the A s® 

UN's number one official UN s 
in the country said the previ 
global body's number one Nami 
priority here was Guat 
’)- disarmament. 

ovcnill "jhe main danger to the Afgh 
irds democracy peace process is the Brah 
bility "as return of civil war caused With 
by factional armies," he ®'®®^ 
ncH.-dcd to be said. *''' 

[»r peace in the ..pQ^ Afghans, as 
last, the UN's international community, 

Jean Arnault is nothing that has 

greater priority. .. than fair 
itely clear that steady demilitarization 

;s which has ahead of the elections." 
j so far is jf,g Government and the 
'* Arnault said u,y, gre attempting to 
ation to disarm some 40,000 ex- 

I's efforts to soldiers before the 

th the Bonn elections but regional 
trds drawn up warlords, who control 
ollapse of the of tf,e country, have 

me. been unwilling 

lid the Bonn surrender their men and 
which were weapons. 

late 2001 and "These forces are not names 
amid Karzai as creating security, and in 
:alled for a new many parts of the country 
1 within a year they are even factors in 
md democratic the insecurity 
ithintwo. want disarmament before 

lort transition, the elections and on this 
iditions had to point we will be inflexible," southeast, 
led, notably Arnault said. and other 

nt, the creation Now in a pilot phase in 
ifessional and four provinces, the DDR 




for the voters to be "as large as 
possible and as balanced 
(as possible) between the 1 
regions" as well as 
inclusive of the largest 
number of female voters as 
can be organized. 

"If we must face only ; 
average participation from ^ 
the population, it will pose 
problems concerning the 
legitimacy of the next 
government," he said. 

to According to the latest UN , 
figures, about 2,230,000 
Afghans have placed their 
on the electoral 
rolls, of which 30.7 percent 
of women. 

The numbers of people 
Afghans registering in the 
conservative ethnic tribal 
zones in the south and 
where Taliban 
militants are 
active and have threatened 
the electoral process, has 
been low. 

Re- "The security situation has 
i/vas clearly deteriorated in the 
this south, where there is an 
the intensification of the 
een Taliban's ‘ military 

campaign," Arnault said, 
had adding that the UN would 
ists soon be i ’ 
ded whether the instability was 
)DR an insurmountable 

rom obstacle to voter 


Yaw Afghan Band 


PRESS RELEASE 


working group and 
chambers of 

commerce in an 
attempt to 

encourage 
networking amongst 
the two nations i 
private sectors. 

The government of 
Iran vowed to extend 
financial support for 
establishment of an 
export and 

investment 
guarantee fund. 
Furtheirmore, the 
Islamic Republic of 
Iran declared its 
support in assisting 
Afghan 
government and 
private sector to 
meet the inaeasing 
demand for energy 
products and 

construction 
materials. 

Kazakhstan will aim 
to improve transit 
trade with 

Afghanistan trough 
Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan 
assuring the Afghan 
side of ' quality 
with aspects of Kazakh 

s of products. 

• The Pakistan 

I Afghan delegation 

ind Its announced the 

iterparts removal of a further 

bllowing six items from its 

A/hile in “banned list” of 

transit items 

and destined to 

will sign Afghanistan. 

and • Tajikistan undertook 

investment to assist Afghanistan 

agreement aiming to jp its electricity 

customs establish joint requirements 


In his 
Minister 

‘the 
of 
will 
any 


Afghanistan's urged dono 

Regional Economic international 

Cooperation: Central financial institutions Kazemi stated 
Asia, Iran and and humanitarian Government 
Pakistan organizations to Afghanistan 

able to judge ^ Bishkek, build Afghanistan's refrain from 

Kyrgyzstan, 10-12 capacity to sustain activities 
May 2004 its revival." could be 

The conference for 
"Afghanistan's 
Regional 
Cooperation 
Asia, 

Pakistan' 

by UNDP was held in 
Bishkek, 
on 10-12 May 


which 
better 

undertaken by the • 
furthermore private sector. Our 
Economic underlined the role of new constitution 
Central the private sector in provides 
Iran and expanding economic framework for a 

supported cooperation and market economy 
reconstructfon of with social 

Kyrgyzstan Afghanistan, and responsibility”. 

called for support of Dr Ashraf Ghani 
High level go\7ernment this sector through the outlined his vision for 
delegates and establishment of a the ’ whole region 

representatives of trade and using Afghanistan as the 

private sector investment 

examined ways to guarantee I 
bolster trade, transit donor cour 
and investment in and Afghanistan 
with Afghanistan The 

Delegates identified delegation c 

necessary reforms to of represent; 
secure regional Ministries 

involvement in Commerce, 

Afghanistan's Power and 

reconstruction and Communications and 32 hours from the 

development projects, representative of Gulf," he said. 

The Bishkek privatee sector was The 

Declaration, signed at leaded by Ministers delegation also held 
the conclusion of this Ashraf 
conference, stated. Sayed 
"that economic Kazemi 
cooperation among In his 
Afghanistan's Sayed 

neighbours will Kazemi 
accelerate achieve 

Afghanistan's govemr 

recovery, bring area c 
stability to the and trs 
region, and provide tariffs 


a 


ISI.AMAHAIT 


KABUL AFP- he was criminal, had his 

Tens of thousands of hand chopped," the 
people poured into teacher who was 

Kabul's stadium, once accompan> ing two of his 
used b> the Taliban as an teenage sons told .AFP 
c.xccution site. on 'Look now. we ha\c fun 
Thursdax night to watch - people are happ>. thc> 
a concert b> an Afghan are dancing, we ha\c a 
singer returned home concert." he said 

after \cars m exile. Another man. who said 
The extrcmcK popular he witnessed the 
crooner Farhad Darxa. execution of a woman 
who has ined in Europe who murdered her 
since the carK iy9()s. husband, said That was 
performed his first the darkest period of our 
concert since he returned life under the Taliban - 
to Kabul earlier this \car but now it is oxer, xou 
to an audience of men see we haxc music." I 
and XXomen was forced to come here 

More than 30.000 Kabul to sec them (Taliban) 
citizens, most of xxhom killing people - now I 
remember the stadium as cagcrlx came to sec 
the site of public concert, that's fantastic." 
executions during the Imal Ahmad, a student at 
Taliban regime, attended Kabul Unixersitx said, 
the concert of traditional The Taliban. xxhose 
and patriotic Afghan fundamentalist regime 
music. xxas deposed bx a US-led 

Shamsullah. a 4.a-xcar-old militarx offensixe in 
school teacher xxho was December 2001 for 
once forced to witness the harboring .Al-Qaeda chief 
Taliban chopping ofl the Osama bin Laden, 
hand of a criminal at the executed people in public 
stadium, said the - shoxx under extremist Islamic 
was a sign of all these laxvs. The Kabul concert 
changes in our lixcs." is the first of a scries of 
1 can't beliexc it. cxactlx shoxxs Farhad Darxa xxill 
in the same place. tx\o perform around the 
xcars ago I was countrx to raise moncx to 
witnessing a xerx sad build a recording studio 
incident - a man. ex en il for Afghan singers here. 


I’iikistun .ind Argluniistan 
agreed to build eross-lrordei 
uwd and rail lmk^ to pronioie 
bilateral trade. Big New-. 
Network iitioting ol'lieuils 
said 

Both ooimtne.-: are close US 
allies in the war against leiroi 
Alghanislan is landlocked ;iik1 
has no railwav^ 
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I he United States is also 
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i.niwav. when built, will link 
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Kandahar to the Pakistani 
Ixirder town of Chamaii 
.\i the meeting in Islamabad. 
Pakistan also agreed lo 
piovide, a $100 million 
economic assistance to 
Afghanistan 
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